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SUBJECT: INTERNAL SITUATION 

1. THE IMPRESSION IS BEING GIVEN THAT PREPARATIONS ARE IN 
TRAIN FOR POLITICAL CHANGES DURING THE COMING WEEK. EMBOFF 
OBSERVED WHAT SEEMED TO BE GATHERING OF HIGH LEVEL LEADERS 
AFTERNOON MAY 23. GERMAN AMBASSADOR HAD INVITED FONMIN 
CHNOUPEK TO FRG NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION MONDAY MAY 26 AND WAS 
TOLD BY RANKING MFA OFFICIAL THAT CHNOUPEK HAD PLANNED TO 
COME BUT HAD IMPORTANT MEETING HE COULD NOT AFFORD TO MISS. 

2. AT NATO AMBASSADORS LUNCHEON MAY 23, WIDESPREAD RUMOR WAS 
REPORTED THAT CENTRAL COMMITTEE WOULD MEET MAY 26, THEN 
NATIONAL FRONT WOULD MEET MAY 27 TO NOMINATE NEW CANDIDATE 
FOR PRESIDENT, AND FEDERAL ASSEMBLY WOULD RATIFY THIS CAN- 
DIDATE MAY 28. 

3. DISCUSSION AT NATO AMBASSADORS DISCLOSED LOTS OF OLD 
RUMORS AND FEW NEW NEWS. MOST AMBASSADORS EXPECTED SVOBODA 
TO BE REPLACED BY HUSAK AS PRESIDENT, BUT STATUS AND TEN- 
URE OF HUSAK AS SECRETARY GENERAL WAS SUBJECT ONLY OF SPECU- 
LATION. QUESTION WASRAISED OF ANOTHER CANDIDATE BESIDES HUSAK 
FOR PRESIDENCY, AND SOME CZECH SOURCES HAD SAID THIS WAS NOT TO 
BE RULED OUT. QUESTION ALSO WAS DISCUSSED OF WHAT BALANCE WOULD 
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AND SLOVAKS (ONE VERSION HAD IT THAT SVOBODA MIGHT EVEN BE 
RETAINED IN PRESIDIUM OF PARTY TO KEEP VIABLE BALANCE GOING), 
AND POSSIBLIITY OF REVIVAL OF SEPARATE CZECH PARTY 
CAME UP. RUMOR WAS ALSO REPORTED OF POSSIBLE NEW AMNESTY 
(WHICH IS TRADITIONAL WITH NEW PRESIDENT), WIDER THAN THIRTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY ONE, TO START NEW PRESIDENCY OFF WELL. 

4. SUBJECT CAME UP AMONG NATO AMBASSADORS OF MESSAGES FROM 
GOVERNMENTS. MOST AMBASSADORS SAID THIS WAS LEFT TO THEIR 
CAPITALS, AND WHILE THEY WOULD EXPECT NORMAL MESSAGE OF CON- 
GRADULATION S TO NEW PRESIDENT, THEY DID NOT KNOW IF CAPITALS 
WOULD WISH TO SEND MESSAGE TO OUTGOING PRESIDENT SVOBODA. 
BASED ON WHAT HAPPENED WHEN SVOBODA WAS REINSTATED IN 1972, 
AMBASSADORS EXPECTED TO BE INVITED TO ELECTION BY FEDERAL 
ASSEMBLY ON MAY 28 AND THOUGHT INVESTITURE OF NEW PRESIDENT 
WOULD FOLLOW IMMEDIATELY ON SAME DAY; BUT THIS WAS BASED ON 
PAST EXPERIENCE AND NOTHING HAD BEEN OFFICIALLY COMMUNICATED 
BY PROTOCOL AS REGARDS NEXT WEEK'S EVENTS. 
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